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1215 K St., Suite 1650
  Sacramento, CA 95814

Thursday, March 26, 2026

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT 
Jeff Gardner						Amador County
Valerie Meza						Butte County
Tedd Ward						Del Norte County
Supervisor Lori Parlin				El Dorado County
Jose Castaneda					Imperial County
Supervisor Jennifer Roeser				Inyo County
Supervisor Aaron Albaugh				Lassen County
Supervisor Rhonda Duggan				Mono County
Brad Torres						Nevada County
Sean Graham						Plumas County
Charleen Beard					Shasta County
Narcisa Untal						Solano County
Diane Rader						Trinity County
Supervisor Mike Holland				Tuolumne County
	
STAFF IN ATTENDANCE
Staci Heaton, Deputy Executive Director		Rural Counties ESJPA
Larry Sweetser, ESJPA Consultant			Sweetser and Associates, Inc.
Christopher Egan, Management Analyst		RCRC
John Kennedy, Senior Policy Advocate		RCRC 
Julie Lunn, Office Coordinator			RCRC

GUEST SPEAKERS
Melissa Vargas, CalRecycle 
Joanne Brasch, California Product Stewardship Council
Heidi Sanborn, National Stewardship Action Council
Christine Messer, Mattress Recycling Council
Terri Marsman and Arielle Lewellyn, PaintCare
Lisa Mekis, Carpet America Recovery Effort


I. Call to Order, Self-Introductions, and Determination of Quorum
A. Overview of Meeting Procedures – Staci Heaton, ESJPA Deputy Executive Director. 

Supervisor Lori Parlin, ESJPA Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. A quorum was determined at that time. 

II. Business Matters											
A. The Board considered minutes from the meeting of October 16, 2025 for approval. Motion/Second to approve by Mono County/Tuolumne County. Motion approved unanimously. 

B. Election of the 2026 ESJPA/TAG Chair and Vice Chair

Staci Heaton heard nominations for the 2026 ESJPA/TAG Chair and Vice Chair. 

ESJPA Chair: Supervisor Lori Parlin, El Dorado County
ESJPA Vice Chair: Supervisor Rhonda Duggan, Mono County
TAG Chair: Tedd Ward, Del Norte County
TAG Vice Chair: Narcisa Untal, Solano County

Motion/Second to approve by Lassen County/Butte County. Motion approved unanimously. 


Staci Heaton and Christopher Egan, RCRC Management Analyst asked the Board for recommendations on the draft 2026-28 ESJPA Business Plan, which was included in the packet. Recommendations included adding “coordinating multiple member efforts under grant programs” to organizational health, as well as adding the Blue Strike project to “Increased Visibility.” Supervisor Parlin suggested taking video at tours for use in advocacy and membership building efforts. 

C. Review and Approval of the 2026 ESJPA Budget 

The Board considered the proposed 2026 ESJPA Budget. Motion/Second to approve the calendar by Del Norte County/Mono County. Motion approved unanimously. 

D. Consideration and Approval of the 2026-28 ESJPA Business Plan 

Staci Heaton and Christopher Egan, RCRC Management Analyst asked the Board for recommendations on the draft 2026-28 ESJPA Business Plan, which was included in the packet, updated with recommendations from the October 2025 meeting. Board members requested that ESJPA work with the ESJPA Chair and TAG Chair to further refine the plan, for consideration at the June 2026 meeting. No vote was taken.


III. Public Comment
None noted.

IV. Presentations								

A. Report from CalRecycle

Melissa Vargas, Local Assistance and Market Development Branch, noted the next SB 1383 chat would be held on April 1, 2026, with a focus on education and outreach. Ms. Vargas mentioned several upcoming grant deadlines, to be included in her written follow up report. Mr. Sweetser inquired about the status of SB 1383 compliance reviews. Ms. Vargas committed to raising the issue with her branch chief. 

V. Member County Concerns/Comments 

Tedd Ward, Del Norte County, discussed a CAL TRANS fuels reduction event in their county, and their request to use an air curtain burner at their facility. CAL TRANS did not coordinate with CalRecycle. 

Charleen Beard, Shasta County, discussed a request from CalRecycle for them to reopen an old landfill site.

Supervisor Roeser, Inyo County, noted that they are working on a composting program and there are questions about animal medications passing into the manure. 

VI. Legislative Update				(Supplemental Packet)		 
(This item may be heard at any time during the meeting depending upon the availability of staff) Discussion of Legislation – John Kennedy, RCRC Senior Policy Advocate

John Kennedy, RCRC Senior Policy Advocate, updated the Board on legislative actions on specific solid waste, recycling, and EPR legislation.

VII. Extended Producer Responsibility 
· California Product Stewardship Council Update

Joanne Brasch, Director of Advocacy and Outreach, gave an update on several legislative measures that CPSC is sponsoring. She also introduced John Hayes  from Landbell USA, the CalRecycle-selected entity serving as the producer responsibility organization for textiles. 

· National Stewardship Action Council Update

Heidi Sanborn, Executive Director/CEO, noted that NSAC is working with ESJPA/RCRC on a number of legislative measures. 

· Mattress Recycling Council Update

Tyler Douthit, Senior Program Coordinator, discussed two MRC events in Butte County and a new location in Quincy. 

· PaintCare Update 

Arielle Lewellyn, PaintCare, noted that they are offering $1.60/gallon for reused paint. Mr. Ward discussed that he would like to see an expansion to aerosols and thinners. 
 
VIII. Solid Waste/Regulatory Update				    	

A. CalRecycle 
a. SB 54 Implementation 
Implementation is still ongoing. Mr. Kennedy noted that CalRecycle has transmitted the latest version to the Office of Administrative Law and it will be implemented immediately. The Advisory Board is looking for members to fill a number of openings, and Tim Burroughs will no longer be the county representative. 

b. SB 1383 Implementation (Larry Sweetser and Staci Heaton) 
Mr. Sweetser noted that this was a check-in. JACE reviews are ongoing. Another of our counties was added to JACE review. Narcisa Untal, Solano County, noted that three large cities in her county were recently under JACE review (Fairfield, Vacaville, Vallejo). Under notice to submit for Dixon, Suisun, Rio Vista, etc. Brad Torres, Nevada County, mentioned that they Have been under review and got a NOV for the years they did less than required on composting. 

c. Illegal Dumping
Mr. Sweetser noted that there was an Illegal Dumping TAC group meeting coming up, and that Contra Costa County coming in to talk about their program. Statewide illegal dumping conference will be held in April, again in Alameda County.

d. Embedded Battery Standards
Mr. Sweetser noted that the covered electronics program has started collecting a fee. He also expressed disappointment that the program is not more robust.

B. California Air Resources Board 
a. Landfill Methane 
Stakeholders have had a lot of meetings with CARB. New regs are expected for landfill methane/monitoring sometime this month. Supervisor Albaugh asked if the regs will constitute a reimbursable mandate. Mr. Sweetser noted that it’s one of the things ESJPA is considering. ESJPA is looking into putting together training for landfill gas monitoring so facilities can do it themselves. 

C. State Water Resources Control Board
Mr. Sweetser noted that the Water Board is starting their annual process on reviewing WDR fees. The Board will pass the new fees mid-year for implementation at the beginning of next year. 

D. Department of Toxics Substances Control 

a. Safer Consumer Products
Mr. Sweetser discussed certain types of acids and bases that will be added to the list. If a product contains them, the producer will have to justify the inclusion. 

b. Program Updates – Larry Sweetser 
Mr. Sweetser reminded members again that failure to submit eVQ report can result in fines. He also noted that ESJPA did a webinar on how to submit the eVQ. 

E. Grant Program and Contracts Update 
a. CalRecycle Rural Zero Waste Plan
ESJPA is working on an expedited timeframe due to a pause in work. Report is still on track to be released by June 30.

b. ESJPA Ongoing and Potential Grants – Larry Sweetser 
Mr. Sweetser discussed events for the Tire Amnesty grant that he would be facilitating in Sierra, Mariposa and Colusa Counties. He noted that Sierra County is getting a disproportionately large number of tires. 

c. Greenhouse Gas Calculator
Mr. Sweetser discussed the development of a Greenhouse Gas calculator, noting that several counties are working together on the grant. 

d. Household Hazardous Waste Grants
This was identified as one of the grants ESJPA can help with, as well as beverage container grants. 

F. Highlights of August-October 2025 CalRecycle Monthly Meetings
Mr. Sweetser discussed highlights from recent CalRecycle Monthly Meetings. 
[bookmark: _Hlk516642639]						            
IX. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.
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