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1215 K St., Suite 1650
  Sacramento, CA 95814

Thursday, August 14, 2025

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT 
Jeff Gardner						Amador County
Craig Cissell						Butte County
Tedd Ward						Del Norte County
Supervisor Lori Parlin				El Dorado County
Supervisor Rhonda Duggan				Mono County
Brad Torres						Nevada County
Charleen Beard					Shasta County
Narcisa Untal						Solano County
Paul Freund						Tehama County
Diane Rader						Trinity County
Supervisor Mike Holland				Tuolumne County
	
STAFF IN ATTENDANCE
Staci Heaton, Deputy Executive Director		Rural Counties ESJPA
Larry Sweetser, ESJPA Consultant			Sweetser and Associates, Inc.
Christopher Egan, Management Analyst		RCRC
John Kennedy, Senior Policy Advocate		RCRC 
Julie Lunn, Office Coordinator			RCRC

GUEST SPEAKERS
Melissa Vargas, CalRecycle 
Eric Payne, CalRecycle
Joanne Brasch, California Product Stewardship Council
Christine Messer, Mattress Recycling Council
Eric Humphreys, PaintCare


I. Call to Order, Self-Introductions, and Determination of Quorum
Supervisor Lori Parlin, ESJPA Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. A quorum was determined at that time, and Staci Heaton, ESJPA Deputy Executive Director, gave an overview of meeting procedures in accordance with the Brown Act. 

II. Business Matters											
A. The Board considered minutes from the June 12, 2025 meeting for approval. 

Motion/Second to approve the minutes by Mono County/El Dorado County. Motion approved unanimously.

B. Development of 2026-28 ESJPA Business Plan

Staci Heaton and Christopher Egan, RCRC Management Analyst, conducted a SWOT analysis with the Board to help inform the development of the 2026-28 ESJPA Business Plan. The Board of Directors asked staff to digest the comments and defer “next steps” to the October meeting, where a draft of the Plan could be reviewed. 

III. Public Comment
No public comment was noted. 

IV. Presentations								

A. Monetizing Carbon Farming With Carbon Credits
Evan Edgar, Edgar & Associates, Inc., presented on how to undertake carbon credits projects via “carbon farming.” Mr. Freund noted that it can be hard to get ranchers/farmers to buy in on the benefits of carbon farming. Since they don’t see immediate impact, it’s hard to sell them on the programs. Mr. Cissell asked what the longevity of a project is before they have to reapply for grant funding. He noted that some farmers also have vernal pools, other characteristics that keep them from applying. 

B. Report from CalRecycle – Melissa Vargas, Local Assistance and Market Development Branch 

Ms. Vargas gave an update on various CalRecycle items, including an upcoming SB 1383 chat that will feature San Benito County. She also noted a number of upcoming grant deadlines and SB 54 deadlines. Mr. Garcia noted that Nevada County is still waiting on results from their SB 1383 compliance evaluation. Mr. Sweetser noted that many other counties are also still waiting. Ms. Vargas acknowledged the delays. 

V. Member County Concerns/Comments 

None noted. 
VI. Legislative Update	
		 
John Kennedy, RCRC Senior Legislative Advocate, discussed several measures RCRC and ESJPA are working on. He noted that the HHW bill is proving challenging due to DTSC’s interference. Also discussed RCRC’s sponsored bill on single-use vapes, which is now a 2-year bill. Mr. Kennedy expects a lot of movement on the bill next year, despite opposition from vape manufacturers and retailers. Mr. Kennedy also asked members to consider ideas for sponsored legislation in 2026. 

VII. Extended Producer Responsibility 
· California Product Stewardship Council Update
Joanne Brasch, Director of Advocacy and Outreach, gave an update on the status of various CPSC bills.

· National Stewardship Action Council 
Heidi Sanborn, NSAC Executive Director, discussed a number of bills that NSAC is sponsoring and supporting. She also discussed SB 54 implementation. 

· PaintCare Update
Eric Humphreys, California Regional Program Coordinator, noted that PaintCare is working on collection of aerosol cans.  He also noted a number of staffing shifts and changes, and that he would send a list of which representative works with which counties. 

VIII. Solid Waste/Regulatory Update				    	
Discussion and possible action related to the following:

A. CalRecycle 
a. SB 54 Implementation
Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Sweetser noted that the new regulations open up loopholes that could create costs. RCRC is prepared to explore the mandates reimbursement process if that’s the case. Mr. Sweetser noted that the Circular Action Alliance is trying to develop program but not sure if rural facilities are included. CAA is having webinars starting 9/2 to discuss the regs from their perspective. 

b. SB 1383 Implementation
Mr. Sweetser noted that CalRecycle finally cleared the hurdle on Nevada County’s compliance review, and have released info for a number of counties. Mr. Garcia noted that they have received a draft report after 2 ½ years, which is positive and pretty uneventful. 

c. Illegal Dumping 
Mr. Sweetser noted that IDTAC is still having meetings, focusing on how to build cooperatives. 

d. PaintCare 
Mr. Sweetser discussed the PaintCare regulations, which propose ways to expand the program. RCRC provided comments. Space constraints in a lot of our counties. 

e. Battery regulations
Mr. Sweetser noted that embedded battery regulations should be more formalized soon. 

f. Form 303
Mr. Sweetser reminded members that the Form 303 is due October 1 and recommended to reach out to collectors to provide data. 

g. Electronic Annual Reports
Mr. Sweetser reminded members that the EAR was due on August 1st. 

h. Dealer Co-op Stewardship Plan
Mr. Sweetser noted that the plan was approved by CalRecycle to provide more opportunities to join, and that few rural counties are on the list. Mr. Kennedy noted that RCRC pushed back on some of the provisions of the regs, particularly the concept that not every facility has to take all material types and jurisdictions would have to find homes for those materials. 

B. California Air Resources Board 
a. Advanced Clean Fleets
Ms. Heaton gave an update on the ACF regulations, including discussion of implementation timelines and exemptions. 

b. Landfill Toxic Hot Spots Update 
Mr. Sweetser mentioned that ESJPA has been part of a workgroup exploring whether to require testing on landfill emissions for more than just methane. There is the ability to do a pool to share costs, and we are exploring a pool for our counties. 

c. Landfill Methane Outreach Update 

Mr. Sweetser noted that there would be a CARB meeting on the following Monday to discuss what the regs will look like. 

C. Department of Toxics Substances Control 
a. Hazardous Waste Management Plan
Mr. Sweetser explained that DTSC has finished their listening sessions and is taking feedback on potential changes. He noted that there are a lot of inspections happening on HHW programs looking for labeling and record-keeping. 



D. State Water Resources Control Board Waste Discharge Fees 

Mr. Sweetser noted that the Water Board is doing its annual fee review, proposing a 2.4% increase on landfills. 

E. Grant Program and Contracts Update 
a. CalRecycle Rural Zero Waste Plan
Will talk about in TAG. 

b. OPP Grant Annual Report
Mr. Sweetser noted that the grant was due on the same day as the meeting. 

c. ESJPA Ongoing and Potential Grants 
Mr. Sweetser noted that ESJPA is implementing the Tire Amnesty program, doing events in Sierra and Mariposa. We are pulling a lot of tires from Sierra. 

F. Highlights of June-July 2025 CalRecycle Monthly Meetings 
Mr. Sweetser discussed implementation issues on the pharms and sharps program, and how it is difficult for producers to comply with EPR program. 


G. Agenda Suggestions, Member County Presentation Volunteer, Workshop Topics for Next ESJPA Board Meeting Scheduled October 2025
None noted. 


IX. [bookmark: _Hlk516642639]Articles of Interest																				            
X. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:17 p.m.


Technical Advisory Group Breakout Session 1 p.m. 

Rural Zero Waste Plan - implementation, obstacles, and resources for edible food recovery, CalGreen, paper procurement, and more. 

Mr. Sweetser discussed several issues with the members as they pertain to Zero Waste, including how small counties are dealing with SB 1383 requirements. 
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