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General Approach to Generator 
Identification

Step 1: Determine and pick a general criterion (i.e., # of 
employees) that can be applied to each business group

Step 2: Cross-check the criterion with  business license 
data/business database to identify the likely existing 
generators in your jurisdiction

Step 3: Conduct site visit to business and observe/confirm 
organic generation (or see if hauler already has this data)



CalRecycle’s Approach

 Using # of Employees to Estimate 8 cu yd of Organic 
Waste Generation by Business Type (See handout #4 on 

meeting notice for sample table and calculation method)

• Using 2014 Waste Characterization Study Data*

• CalRecycle Business Groups

• Multi Family Dwellings – will discuss later



Alternative Approaches

 Open to alternative approach:  Jurisdictions need to 
provide sufficient information/data for CalRecycle 
to evaluate the approach

• Reasonableness

• Feasibility

 Contact Kaoru Cruz (lamd@calrecycle.ca.gov) or 
your LAMD liaison 
(e-mail subject line should be “AB 1826 Alternative Method”) 

mailto:kaoru.cruz@calrecycle.ca.gov


CalRecycle’s Approach for 
Identification of Actual Generators 
(Cont’d)
 Using approximate cut-off for the generators; 

jurisdictions then need to determine which 
generators are covered by AB 1826
• CalRecycle approach uses # of employees to determine cut-off

 Cross check with 
• Business data
• Business license information
• Hauler’s disposal/diversion information



Available Resources for 
Jurisdiction-Specific Data

 Employment Development Department – Labor Market Information Division 
(List of businesses by type/employee range – see Employer Search Tool link on handout )

• http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/aspdotnet/databrowsing/empgeog.aspx?menuchoice=emp&searc
htype=geography

 Private Business List Database Services - detailed information on businesses 
such as range of number of employees in jurisdiction (subscription base)

• ReferenceUSA (Infogroup Government Division), Dun & Bradstreet, etc.

 Business license data – some jurisdictions may capture details on # employees 

http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/aspdotnet/databrowsing/empgeog.aspx?menuchoice=emp&searchtype=geography










Note: EDD changed the database format after the 
workshops. There is no longer “View Filter Selections” 
link. 



Note: There is no longer filtering feature for 
“by Firm Size” nor “By City.” However, you 
can still sort each column (i.e. by City).



 Select a business to meet the # of 
employees cut off in the Generator ID tool

 Click the name of the business to see the 
business information





Suggested Approach to Multifamily

 No tool from CalRecycle is available to determine 
cutoff (e.g., # number of units) for multifamily 
complexes (MFD), due to:

• Data limitations (landscapers take green waste away after 
their work, could not capture accurate amount, property 
managers cannot estimate amount)

• Uniqueness of MFD (too many variations of MFD, lots of 
greenery to no landscaping, hard to average out )



Types of Multifamily



Suggested approach to MFDs (cont’d)
 One approach:  jurisdictions could conduct outreach/education/monitoring for 

multifamily complexes (MFD) that have 5 units or more

• MFDs are to recycle grass clipping, branches/ pruning waste, non-hazardous wood 
waste  

• Might mean that you are informing complexes of the law even if they don’t generate 8 
or 4 cy of organic material

• Benefit is that you are not having to go through a process of identifying how much 
organic material (excluding food/food soiled paper) the complex generates

 Or, jurisdictions can conduct waste assessments at complexes so they can target 
MFDs generating the threshold amount

 CalRecycle would like to solicit ideas/feedback on how to determine covered MFDs



Suggested Monitoring Approach
To identify how many MFDs are 
in compliance:

 Hauler’s data (MFD subscription to their 
organic collection service)

 No generation of organic materials 
(excluding food/food soiled paper waste)

• Complexes that don’t have trees, grass, etc.

• Served by a landscaper/gardener

• Possibly phase-in approach



Comments/Questions?



Electronic 
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(EAR)



Electronic Annual Report 
(EAR) Reporting
 First Annual Report that will include reporting on AB 1826 

will be 2016 Annual Report (due August 1, 2017)

• Separate section within EAR
• Update on program development and  implementation of 

identification, education/outreach, monitoring each year 
• Optional reporting for rural that applied for exemption

 Specific provisions for reporting on implementation of 
jurisdiction’s program 



2016 EAR Jurisdiction reports on: 
• Implementation of its organic waste recycling program on and after 

January 1, 2016

• Efforts to identify covered entities that generate 8 or more cubic 
yards/week of organic material

• Education, outreach, and monitoring provided to covered entities 

2017 – 2020 EAR:
• As above, according to each year’s threshold



 Number of covered businesses

 Number of covered businesses that are recycling 
organic waste

 (Optional) If available provide tonnage of organic 
material diverted by businesses



 Number of covered multifamily complexes 

 Number of covered multifamily complexes that are 
recycling green waste, landscape and pruning waste, 
and nonhazardous wood waste

 i.e., all organic waste except food waste or food soiled paper

 (Optional) If available provide tonnage of material 
diverted by multifamily complexes



Describe method(s) used to identify 
covered entities 

• If data is not available, explain why, and how 
and when the data will be gathered



Describe education and outreach methods, 
including efforts by both jurisdiction & hauler(s):
• Electronic
• Print
• Direct Contact

 If applicable, describe challenges encountered in 
implementing education and outreach



 Explain how generators not in compliance 
with AB 1826 were notified about the law, 
and how to comply with the law

 If applicable, please describe any challenges 
encountered in implementing monitoring 



If applicable:

• Enforcement efforts

• Additional certification requirements 
for self-haulers

• Exemptions



 The following shall be reported for compost, anaerobic digestion 
and chip and grind facilities, and may include other facilities that 
recycle organic waste per PRC Section 42649.82(d) 
• Name nearby existing organic waste recycling facilities and available 

capacities;
• Describe existing solid waste/organic waste recycling facilities within 

jurisdiction that could be expanded to include organic waste 
processing;

• Describe efforts to develop new private or public regional organics 
facilities, including project timeline;

• List closed or abandoned sites that could be developed into organics 
facilities;



• Describe other nondisposal opportunities or markets (e.g., food 
donation, on-site composting, etc.) available in the jurisdiction;

• Confirm if appropriate local zoning and permit requirements are in 
place to locate new organic waste recycling facilities, or describe any 
limitations to site new facilities if applicable; 

• Describe any incentives available to develop new organic facilities 
within the jurisdiction.



 Address any known barriers to siting or expanding 
organic recycling facilities in the area:
• Availability of markets,
• Budgetary issues,
• Low population density,
• Distance to markets, or
• Cost to process material is prohibitive due to small amount 

of material, etc.

 For identified barriers that are in jurisdiction’s 
control, provide summary of jurisdiction’s plan to 
remedy barriers [PRC Section 49649.82 (d) (1) (B)}



 Training will be provided to Jurisdictions in Spring 
2017 for Annual Report submittal which begins in 
August 1, 2017.

 Mock-ups for annual reporting will be posted on 
the AB 1826 website starting in 2016.



Comments/Questions?



Commercial Generator 
Examples



How Much Organic Material?
 Statewide Disposal

 ~30 million tons disposed annually

 ~10 million tons compost/AD/mulch

 ~5 million tons food waste 

 Commercial Disposal 

 ~1/3 can be composted/digested/mulched

 Food is roughly 2/3 of commercial organics

• 2014 Waste Characterization Study coming soon!



2014 Waste
Characterization Study
 Disposal facility-based waste characterization 

 Commercial Generator-based characterization of 

commercial ‘black bin’ waste

 Source Separation:  Blue and Green Bins

 Comprehensive Diversion Data from Business Groups



Examples of Commercial 
Generators
• Grocery Stores
• Hotels
• Restaurants
• Schools & Universities
• Venues & Stadiums
• Construction & Demolition



Grocery Stores
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Grocery Stores Disposal Characterization



Options for Grocery Stores

• Partner with a food bank or food rescue 
organization

• Back-haul food material to distribution center and 
send to large-scale composting or AD facility

• Contract with a hauler to provide separate 
collection for inedible food



Anaerobic Digestion: 
Ralph’s & Food 4 Less 
distribution center, 
150 tpd food
Compton, LA County



Hotels



Hotels Disposal Characterization

Misc. 
4%



Options for Hotels
• Hotels with restaurants may partner with a food rescue 

organization to donate edible food 

• Tax deductions available; record keeping essential

• Work with hauler to send food materials to compost or AD 
Facility

• Landscaping contracts specify that all green material must 
be recycled

• Compost yard waste on site using in-vessel technology



Restaurants



Full Service Restaurants Disposal Characterization
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C&D 
2%



Options for Restaurants
• Reduce food waste by right-sizing portions, better 

management of perishable ingredients

• Donate edible food to food rescue organizations

• Work with hauler to send food waste to composting or AD

• Send meat and bones to rendering services

• On-site composting



In-vessel 
Composting at
Restaurants

Hot Rot compost system at Sierra Nevada Brewery & Restaurant in Chico.

Earth Tub 
system behind 
LEED-certified 

Hot Italian Pizza 
and Panini Bar 

in downtown 
Sacramento



Schools and Universities



Options for Schools & Universities
• Food Waste Prevention 

• Establish on-site management (e.g. small AD or composting)

• Establish sustainability goals

• Educational Opportunities

 Harness student volunteers and enthusiasm

 Build into curriculum 

• Contract with a hauler to provide on-site collection of source-
separated food materials for composting or AD



UC Merced/SF Flowers/Fresno 
State/UC Berkeley

UC Berkeley and Lean Path

Food to Flowers Lunchroom 
composting program (San Francisco)



Venues & Stadiums
(arenas, stadiums, convention centers)
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Raley Field,
City of West 
Sacramento



Venues & Stadiums Disposal Characterization



Options for Venues and 
Stadiums

• Donate edible food to food rescue organization

• Establish on-site management (e.g. small AD or composting)

• Contract with a hauler to provide on-site collection food waste 

and green material



Construction & Demolition

• Lumber Included in MORe

• CALGreen requires 50% diversion for new construction 
and certain additions or alterations to existing 
buildings

• Local C&D ordinances may require higher diversion 
than CALGreen

• CALGreen is enforced by local building dept.



Over 98% of Sacramento Downtown plaza construction project was recycled in 2015

Construction & 
Demolition 
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Questions/Comments



Programmatic 
Needs 
Assessment



 Primary goal of 1826 -- divert organics from landfills:
 Businesses required to recycle the organics they generate

 Jurisdictions must have organic recycling program that meets the needs of 
its businesses

 Jurisdictions required to annually provide education and outreach, then 
monitor annually the regulated businesses

Programmatic Needs Assessment Tool (PNAT)

 Organic recycling programs vary by Jurisdiction, Type of 
generators/material types, Type of infrastructure



 Information CalRecycle will 
use to determine adequacy 
of program implementation 
• Information obtained during 

annual reviews,

• Annual Report information

• Other data, such as monitoring 
information

Programmatic Needs Assessment 
Tool (PNAT)

 Jurisdiction’s assessment 
of organics recycling 
services/programs using PNAT
• Not prescriptive 

• Not a checklist

• Good indicators for Jurisdiction 
Review (basis for CIWMP 
Enforcement Policy Part II)



Programmatic Needs 
Assessment Tool (PNAT)



Jurisdiction 1
 Generator type:

• Grocery Stores: large chain store vs independently owned store

 The following describes this jurisdiction’s existing programs: 
• Exclusive franchise hauler for residential and commercial sectors
• Mandatory commercial organic recycling program 
• Self-haul or back-haul food waste or green waste by businesses 
• Food rescue organizations available
• Landscapers serving businesses
• On-site small scale composting
• Donation of food waste/food scrap to farm as animal feed

• food waste/food scrap to farm as animal feed



Jurisdiction 3
 Generator type:

• Grocery Stores: large chain store vs independently owned store

 The following describes this jurisdiction’s existing programs:
• Exclusive franchise hauler for residential and commercial sectors
• Green waste collection (no food waste) to multifamily complexes 
• On-site commercial green waste collection service (no food waste) to 

businesses
• Food rescue organizations are available
• Self-haul or back-haul food or green waste by businesses to a recycling 

facility
• Landscapers serving businesses 
• Donation of food waste/food scrap to farm as animal feed 



Jurisdiction 6
 Generator type:

• Grocery Stores: large chain store vs independently owned store

 The following describes this jurisdiction’s existing programs:
• Jurisdiction is in remote area (rural) that is not exempt by law
• Residential franchise hauler offers residential green waste collection to MFDs
• Food rescue organizations are available in more populated areas
• May have livestock farmers taking a limited amount of pre-consumer food 

waste from businesses
• Back-haul/Self-haul food waste or greenwaste by businesses
• May have biomass facility operating intermittently depending on energy 

markets that accepts clean wood waste and woody yard waste
• Landscapers serving businesses



Comments/Questions?


